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City of Evansville 

Cause No. 45545 

Direct Testimony of Lane T. Young 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION

Q. Please state your name, occupation, and business address. 1 

A. My name is Lane T. Young.  I am the Executive Director of the Evansville Water and 2 

Sewer Utility (“EWSU”), which is owned by the City of Evansville (“Evansville”), the 3 

Petitioner in this cause.  My business address is 1 NW Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., 4 

Evansville, Indiana 47708.  5 

Q. Please describe your formal education and summarize your experience and current 6 

duties for Evansville. 7 

A. I hold a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from Indiana University and a Master of Arts, Adult 8 

Education and Student Development from Wheaton College.  Prior to joining EWSU, I 9 

held various leadership roles in a number of organizations, including: Assistant Vice 10 

President Commercial Lending at Old National Bank; President and CEO of Evansville 11 

Titles; Executive Director of TeachBeyond Global, an organization which equips 12 

educators, schools and organizations for the purpose of transforming individuals and 13 

societies; and Campus Director at Columbia University for Christian Union, an 14 

organization that develops transformative student leaders on university campuses.  I am 15 

also a veteran of the United States Army, having previously served as a Field Artillery 16 

Officer.  I joined EWSU in August 2020 upon the retirement of the previous Director, Allen 17 

Mounts, who held that position since February 2012.  As the Executive Director of EWSU, 18 
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I oversee all activities related to the Water Utility, Sewer Utility plus Trash & Recycling, 1 

and Street Sweeping contracts.  My direct reports include the following:  Director of Plants, 2 

Director of Collection and Distribution, Chief Financial Officer, Director of Program 3 

Management Office, Director of Engineering Services, Director of Administration (which 4 

includes Customer Service, Automated Meter Reading System, Billing Department and 5 

I.T. Services) and Director of Regulatory Compliance and Laboratory Operations.   6 

Q. Please describe Evansville’s water utility operations. 7 

A. The City owns and operates a full-service water utility.  The system includes an intake 8 

structure and treatment plant constructed in the 1890s along the Ohio River.  Evansville 9 

witness, Simon Breese, Vice President and National Technical Director, Water Treatment, 10 

Americas at AECOM, is testifying regarding the City’s plans for constructing a new water 11 

treatment plant.  Also included is a distribution system of approximately 1,000 miles of 12 

water mains, approximately 600 miles of which is cast iron with an estimated average age 13 

of approximately 90 years.  These water mains transmit and distribute potable water to 14 

more than 60,000 retail customers in the City of Evansville, Vanderburgh County, Indiana 15 

and the western edge of Newburgh, Indiana located in Warrick County, Indiana.  16 

Evansville witness, Michael Labitzke, Director of the Program Management Office for 17 

EWSU, is testifying regarding EWSU’s “Refresh Evansville” program, which is the long-18 

term strategy the utility has developed to replace the City of Evansville’s aging water mains 19 

and supporting infrastructure.  We also provide water for fire protection, serving more than 20 

6,000 hydrants, and our ten water storage facilities with a storage capacity of nearly 37 21 
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million gallons of water.  We also sell treated water at wholesale to Gibson Water, Inc., 1 

German Township Water District, and the Town of Elberfeld.  2 

Q. What is the purpose of your direct testimony in this Cause? 3 

A. The purpose of my direct testimony is to introduce Petitioner’s case-in-chief and the 4 

witnesses who will be testifying on behalf of Evansville.  I will also sponsor the rate and 5 

bond resolutions that have been adopted by the Utility Service Board (the “Utility Board”) 6 

of the City of Evansville authorizing the rate increase and debt issuance for which 7 

Petitioner seeks approval in this Cause.  The rate resolution is attached as Attachment LTY-8 

1, the confirmatory resolution is attached as Attachment LTY-2 and the bond resolution is 9 

attached as Attachment LTY-3.  I will also discuss the public outreach conducted by 10 

Petitioner prior to filing this case. 11 

Q. Please briefly introduce Petitioner’s other witnesses and the topics they will be 12 

covering. 13 

A. In addition to my testimony, Evansville is offering the testimony of the following 14 

Petitioner’s witnesses: 15 

Mr. Douglas L. Baldessari, Certified Public Accountant and a partner in the firm of Baker 16 

Tilly Municipal Advisors, LLC, supports our revenue increase, future test year and 17 

financing request, and will discuss the details around our phased in approach to 18 

implementing rates consistent with Indiana Code § 8-1-2-42.7.  19 
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Mr. Michael L. Labitzke, Director of the Program Management Office for EWSU, 1 

discusses Evansville’s Water Refresh Program, including the progress Petitioner has made 2 

since its last rate case and Petitioner’s projections for the program in the future.  Mr. 3 

Labitzke also testifies regarding Petitioner’s decision to relocate the City Garage in order 4 

to accommodate the new water treatment plant. 5 

Mr. Simon Breese, Vice President and National Technical Director, Water Treatment, 6 

Americas at AECOM, discusses Evansville’s proposal to build a new Water Treatment 7 

Plant and sponsors the Water Treatment Plant Advanced Facility Plan (WTPAFP) 8 

supporting the project. 9 

Q. When were Evansville’s existing rates approved? 10 

A. Evansville’s existing rates were approved by the Commission’s Order dated December 5, 11 

2018 in Cause No. 450731.   12 

Q. Please describe Attachment LTY-1, Attachment LTY-2 and Attachment LTY-3. 13 

A. Attachment LTY-1 is the rate resolution passed by the Utility Board on May 4, 2021 14 

authorizing EWSU to file a petition with the IURC to request approval of an across the 15 

board increase of 35.95% in five phases.  Attachment LTY-2 is the confirmatory resolution 16 

passed by the Utility Board on May 4, 2021 confirming the resolution adopted by the Board 17 

on April 6, 2021, which approved various improvements to the water utility and 18 

recommended that such improvements be financed by the revenue bonds to be issued in 19 

                                                 
1 Order on Reconsideration dated December 19, 2018. 
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this Cause.  Attachment LTY-3 is the bond resolution passed by the Utility Board on May 1 

4, 2021 authorizing EWSU to issue long-term debt in an estimated amount not to exceed 2 

$260,000,000, subject to approval of the IURC. 3 

Q. Has Evansville communicated with customers and citizens about the proposed rate 4 

increase and bond issuance? 5 

A. Yes.  A meeting with most of the Evansville City Council members was held April 6, 2021, 6 

where a tour of the current treatment plant took place and information regarding the 7 

proposed new plant, including rate and bond issuance associated with the project, was 8 

disseminated. The same type of event was conducted for local media. The City also held 9 

two meetings, with both in person and virtual access, with the Utility’s top 25 customers 10 

based on usage.  Finally, a public hearing was held at the beginning of our Utility Board 11 

meeting on April 20, 2021, where the project and proposed rate increases were presented 12 

and opportunity for public comment was given. In addition to this, various interviews with 13 

media were given where the information was discussed.  14 

Q. Did Evansville meet with the IURC and the Office of Utility Consumer Counselor 15 

(“OUCC”) prior to filing its case-in-chief? 16 

A. Yes.  In its Order in Evansville’s last rate case (Cause No. 45073), the Commission 17 

“strongly encourage[d] Evansville to consider ways to improve the presentation of its 18 

requested relief, including meeting with the OUCC and Commission staff prior to filing of 19 

its next rate case to discuss the type of information that should be included with its case-20 

in-chief filing.” Order at p. 8.  Per the Commission’s advice, Evansville met with all IURC 21 

Commissioners and staff in a series of meetings on March 5, 2021, to discuss the proposals 22 
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that would be made in this case and to answer any questions.  Evansville met with the 1 

OUCC on March 19, 2021 for the same purpose.  Evansville also communicated with the 2 

OUCC prior to filing its case-in-chief to discuss a procedural schedule and other procedural 3 

matters in this Cause. 4 

Q. Does this conclude your direct testimony in this cause? 5 

A. Yes. 6 
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