STATE OF INDIANA

FILED
November 28, 2018
INDIANA UTILITY
REGULATORY COMMISSION

INDIANA UTILITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

PETITION OF NORTHERN INDIANA PUBLIC
SERVICE COMPANY LLC PURSUANT TO IND. CODE
§§ 8-1-2-42.7, 8-1-2-61 AND, IND. CODE § 8-1-2.5-6 FOR
(1) AUTHORITY TO MODIFY ITS RATES AND
CHARGES FOR ELECTRIC UTILITY SERVICE
THROUGH A PHASE IN OF RATES; (2) APPROVAL
OF NEW SCHEDULES OF RATES AND CHARGES,
GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS, AND
RIDERS; (3) APPROVAL OF REVISED COMMON AND
ELECTRIC DEPRECIATION RATES APPLICABLE TO
ITS ELECTRIC PLANT IN SERVICE; (4) APPROVAL
OF NECESSARY AND APPROPRIATE ACCOUNTING
RELIEF; AND (5) APPROVAL OF A NEW SERVICE
STRUCTURE FOR INDUSTRIAL RATES.
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CAUSE NO. 45159

PETITION TO INTERVENE OF SIERRA CLUB

Sierra Club, by counsel, respectfully requests, pursuant to 170 I.A.C. 1-1.1-11, that the

Commission allow it to intervene and become a party to this Cause. In support of its Petition,

Sierra Club would show the Commission:

1. Sierra Club is a membership organization with over 10,000 members in Indiana.

Sierra Club operates as a non-profit corporation and its principal office is 2101 Webster Street,

Suite 1300, Oakland, California, 94612. Its telephone number is (415) 977-5500. Sierra Club’s

Indiana office is located at 1100 West 42nd Street, Suite 218, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46208. Its

Indiana office’s telephone number is (317) 822-3750.

2. The name, address, and telephone number of counsel for Sierra Club is:

Kathryn A. Watson

Cantrell Strenski & Mehringer, LLP
150 West Market Street, Suite 800
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Telephone: 317.352.3510

Fax: 317.352.3501
kwatson@csmlawfirm.com
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Parties and Commission staff wishing to serve papers on counsel for Sierra Club in this Cause
should use the address above.

3. In this proceeding, Northern Indiana Public Service Company (“NIPSCO” or the
“Company”) has filed a general electric rate case. NIPSCO states that it is seeking a total
revenue increase of $21 million per year or 1.4% over NIPSCO’s current retail revenues.
According to NIPSCO witness Gaske, if NIPSCO’s proposed rates are approved, the average
residential customer will experience increase in its monthly bill of $11.42 or 12.1 percent.
NIPSCO is proposing to modify its depreciation rates for coal-burning generating plants to
reflect their useful life as reflected in NIPSCO’s recently filed Integrated Resource Plan.
NIPSCO is proposing a $3 per month increase of the fixed customer charge for residential
electrical service.

4. Sierra Club seeks to intervene in this Cause to protect its and its members’
substantial interests in the Company’s proposed rates for electric service. Sierra Club includes
among its Hoosier members many people and families who are residential retail customers of
NIPSCO and have a substantial interest in the proceeding. They pay NIPSCO rates and charges
for residential electric service, which this proceeding will impact if NIPSCO receives approval to
increase its rates. Further, the Company’s request for approval for an increase to the fixed
residential customer charge and for a change in the depreciation schedule for coal-burning plants
will impact Sierra Club’s members. Sierra Club therefore has a substantial interest in this
proceeding to protect the interests of its members.

5. Sierra Club seeks full intervention in order to ensure that its interests in lower cost

and cleaner energy options are fully represented, and to bring to this proceeding its expertise in



electric utility matters. In terms of the positions it will advance here, Sierra Club’s intervention
will focus on whether NIPSCO’s proposed rate increase is justified.

6. No other party can adequately represent the substantial interests of Sierra Club
and its members in this proceeding. Further, the addition of Sierra Club as a party to this Cause
will not unduly broaden the issues or otherwise burden the proceedings. Sierra Club understands
that it is bound by all rulings and other matters of record before the time that this Petition is
granted, and will take this case as it exists as of the date of intervention. This Petition to
Intervene is being filed more than five days before the date set for the initial evidentiary hearing
on the merits in this proceeding.

7. For the foregoing reasons, Sierra Club respectfully requests that the Commission
grant it leave to intervene and make Sierra Club a party to this proceeding. The undersigned
Kathryn A. Watson has been duly authorized to file this Petition to Intervene with the

Commission on behalf of Sierra Club.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Kathryn A. Watson

Kathryn A. Watson (#1939-49)
Cantrell Strenski & Mehringer, LLP
150 West Market Street, Suite 800
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Telephone: 317.352.3510

Fax: 317.352.3501
kwatson@csmlawfirm.com

Attorney for Sierra Club
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that the foregoing was served by electronic mail this

28th day of November, 2018, to the following:

Nicholas Kyle 111 Monument Circle, Suite 2700
Barnes & Thornburg LLP Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
11 South Meridian Street nshoultz@boselaw.com
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 kwheeler@boselaw.com
nicholas.kile@btlaw.com jearl@boselaw.com
Claudia J. Earls William I. Fine
NiSource Corporate Services - Legal Abby R. Gray
150 West Market Street, Suite 600 Randall C. Helmen
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 Office of Utility Consumer Counselor
cjearls@nisource.com PNC Center

115 West Washington Street
Michael Hooper Suite 1500 South
Erin E. Whitehead Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
Northern Ind. Public Service Co. LLC wfine@oucc.in.gov
150 West Market Street, Suite 600 agray@oucc.in.gov
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 rhelmen@oucc.in.gov
mhooper@nisource.com infomgt@oucc.in.gov

ewhitehead@nisource.com

Jennifer A. Washburn

Todd A. Richardson Margo Tucker

Joseph P. Rompala Citizens Action Coalition of Indiana, Inc.
Bette J. Dodd 1915 W. 18th Street, Suite C

Lewis & Kappes, P.C. Indianapolis, IN 46202

One American Square, Suite 2500 jwashburn(@citact.org

Indianapolis, Indiana 46282 mtucker@citact.org
trichardson@lewis-kappes.com

jrompala@lewis-kappes.com Anne E. Becker
bdodd@Lewis-Kappes.com Lewis & Kappes, P.C.

One American Square, Ste. 2500
Indianapolis, Indiana 46282
Nikki G. Shoultz ABecker@Lewis-Kappes.com
Kristina K. Wheeler
Jeffery A. Earl
Bose McKinney & Evans LLP

Kathryn A. Watson
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